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CHRIST CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
Worship Service Guidelines
For your safety and the safety of others:
- Masks must be worn at all times while on campus, during the entire service,
and must be in place prior to entering the church. (Ages 5 and up) Please provide your
own mask; temporary masks will be available if necessary.
- Maintain the 6’ social distancing recommendation at all times. Please use
markers on floor and pews for reference. Do not congregate.
- Use the provided hand sanitizer when entering and exiting.
- Use the provided disinfecting spray on the toilet seat, toilet handle, faucets, door
handles, and counters after using the restroom and washing your hands.
- Children must remain with their families in pews/seats and when entering and
exiting. Nursery care is not available for these services.
- Please stay home if you are not feeling well.
- Please respect the capacity limits and check in with an usher when you arrive for the
service.
USE OF IMAGE/AUDIO: Service attendees’ images, videos, and voices may be
used in and broadcast on the Christ Church of the Ascension website, Facebook page,
YouTube page, newsletter, and other social media platforms. (No names will be used.)
By signing up and attending a service, you are agreeing to these guidelines and Use of Image/Audio.

2

The First Sunday of Advent - Rite II, Year B

29 November, 2020
10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Please stand.
Celebrant
All

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant

In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the
desert a highway for our God. - Isaiah 40:3

Celebrant

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

		Please kneel or stand. Silence may be kept.
All

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Trisagion
All

		
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 		
have mercy upon us. (x3)
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Celebrant
All
Celebrant
The Collect

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in
your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully
grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be
freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Service of the Word

		Please be seated.
Old Testament
Isaiah 64:1-9
Reader 		
A reading from The Book of Isaiah.
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil-to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.
You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
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Reader

for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.

Reader
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 Qui regis Israel

(read responsively)

Reader		
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
All 		
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
		In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
O Lord God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?
You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
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The Epistle
Reader 		

1 Corinthians 1:3-9
A reading from The First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind-- just as the
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are
not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord
Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be
blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Reader
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Gospel
		Please stand.

Mark 13:24-37

Celebrant
All		

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory be to you, Lord Christ.

Celebrant

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power
and glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the
four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.
“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender
and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when
you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very
gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will not pass away.
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Celebrant

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not
know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when
he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—
for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find
you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all:
Keep awake.”

Celebrant
All

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Please be seated.
The Song of Mary Magnificat
		Please stand.
All 		
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People
Reader

All		
Reader

All		
Reader

All		
Reader

All		
Reader

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in
your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.
Silence.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of
justice and peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common
good.
Silence.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may
use its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and
glory.
Silence.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially
Peggy C., the Petznick family, the Swasey family, and the Wesley family;
give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of
your salvation.
Silence.
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Earl P.,
Norma S., and John W., that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence.
Lord, in your mercy
All		 Hear our prayer.
		Silence. The Celebrant adds a concluding collect.
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The Peace

Please remain standing.

Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All		 And also with you.
		The celebrant and people bow to one another as a sign of Christ’s peace.
		
Please be seated.
Welcome and Announcements

The Service of the Table
The Offertory
Eucharistic Prayer D Please stand.
Celebrant
All		
Celebrant
All		

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you
alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before
time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill
them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of
your radiance.
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night
and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you
unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature
under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we say,

Sanctus
All 		

		

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Please kneel or stand.
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Celebrant

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal
your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the
whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we
might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us
far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you.
Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the
prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you
sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor
he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the
sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and,
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died
and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who
believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the
sanctification of all.
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his world, he
loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
		After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the dead, proclaiming his
resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in
glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
All		
We praise you, we bless you,
		
we give thanks to you,
		
and we pray to you, Lord our God.
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Celebrant

All 		
Celebrant

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may
descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing
them to be holy gifts for your holy people,the bread of life and the cup
of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and
one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith,
and preserve it in peace.
And grant that we may find our inheritance with Saint Andrew the
Apostle, Nicholas Ferrar, Channing Moore Williams, Francis Xavier,
John of Damascus, Clement of Alexandria, and all the saints who have
found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and
give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are
yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever
and ever.
Amen.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
		
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
		
who trespass against us.
		And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
		
For ever and ever. Amen.
All

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
All		
Celebrant

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
The Gifts of God for the People of God . . .
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The Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant
Let us pray.
		Please kneel or stand.
All
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
The Blessing
The Dismissal
Celebrant
All

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Service Participants
Celebrant
Preacher
Verger
Acolytes
Reader
Prayers of the People
Ushers
Altar Guild
Music
Celebrant
Preacher
Reader
Prayers of the People
Ushers
Altar Guild 		
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10:30 am

The Very Reverend Daniel P. Richards
Chaplain Erin Cox Oney
John Walters
Keri Westphal
Gailen Krug
Rod Potter
Mark Hawkins, Rod Potter, Freda Schenck
Cathie Galloway
Joel Morehouse
6:00 pm
The Very Reverend Daniel P. Richards
Chaplain Erin Cox Oney
John Walters
Jerelyn Walters
Leon Artac, Allison Brown
		
Melissa Bull

