The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost - Year A
08 November, 2020
10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

4015 E. Lincoln Drive Paradise Valley, AZ 85253
602.840.8210 - www.ccaaz.org - info@ccaaz.org

CHRIST CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
Worship Service Guidelines
For your safety and the safety of others:
- Masks must be worn at all times while on campus, during the entire service,
and must be in place prior to entering the church. (Ages 5 and up) Please provide your
own mask; temporary masks will be available if necessary.
- Maintain the 6’ social distancing recommendation at all times. Please use
markers on floor and pews for reference. Do not congregate.
- Use the provided hand sanitizer when entering and exiting.
- Use the provided disinfecting spray on the toilet seat, toilet handle, faucets, door
handles, and counters after using the restroom and washing your hands.
- Children must remain with their families in pews/seats and when entering and
exiting. Nursery care is not available for these services.
- Please stay home if you are not feeling well.
- Please respect the capacity limits and check in with an usher when you arrive for the
service.
USE OF IMAGE/AUDIO: Service attendees’ images, videos, and voices may be
used in and broadcast on the Christ Church of the Ascension website, Facebook page,
YouTube page, newsletter, and other social media platforms. (No names will be used.)
By signing up and attending a service, you are agreeing to these guidelines and Use of Image/Audio.
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The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost - Rite II, Year A

08 November, 2020
10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Please stand.
Celebrant
All
Celebrant

All		

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Gloria
Glory to God in the Highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are
seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone
are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory
of God the Father. Amen.
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
All
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
The Collect O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy
the works of the devil and make us children of God and heirs of eternal
life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure;
that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made
like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
All		

3

The Service of the Word

		Please be seated.
The Old Testament
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Reader		
A reading from The Book of Joshua.
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned
the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they
presented themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people,
“Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—
Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates
and served other gods. Then I took your father Abraham from beyond
the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his
offspring many.
“Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in
faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to
serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods
your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household,
we will serve the LORD.”
Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the
LORD to serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought
us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along
all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we
passed; and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites
who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is
our God.”
But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the LORD, for he is
a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions
or your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he
will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you
good.” And the people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the LORD!”
Then Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves
that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.” And they said, “We are
witnesses.” He said, “Then put away the foreign gods that are among
you, and incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” The
people said to Joshua, “The LORD our God we will serve, and him
we will obey.” So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and
made statutes and ordinances for them at Shechem.
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Reader
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 78:1-7 Attendite, popule

(read responsively)

Reader		
Hear my teaching, O my people; *
All 		
incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
		I will open my mouth in a parable; *
I will declare the mysteries of ancient times.
That which we have heard and known,
and what our forefathers have told us, *
we will not hide from their children.
We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, *
and the wonderful works he has done.
He gave his decrees to Jacob and established a law for Israel, *
which he commanded them to teach their children;
That the generations to come might know, and the children yet unborn; *
that they in their turn might tell it to their children;
So that they might put their trust in God, *
and not forget the deeds of God, but keep his commandments.
The Epistle
Reader		

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
A reading from The Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.
We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have
no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so,
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who
are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those
who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet
the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore
encourage one another with these words.

Reader
All

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The Gospel Please stand.

Matthew 25:1-13

Celebrant
All		

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory be to you, Lord Christ.

Celebrant

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of
them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps,
they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their
lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and
slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!
Come out to meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed
their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some
for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;
and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know
you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Celebrant
All

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Please be seated.
The Nicene Creed
		Please stand.
All 		
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
		We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
		God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
		begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
		
Through him all things were made.
		For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
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All 		
by the power of the Holy Spirit
		he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
		For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
we look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
Reader
All		
Reader 		

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
We remember today the Church of the Province of the West Indies
and The Most Reverend Howard Gregory, the Primate and Bishop of
Jamaica and the Cayman Islands. From our diocese we also remember
Saints Philip and James Episcopal Church in Morenci.
Reader		
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve
you;
All 		
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
Reader		
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
All		
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
Reader		
We remember Archbishop Justin of Canterbury, Presiding Bishop
Michael, and our Bishop Jennifer, as well as the clergy of our diocese
and parish.
		We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the
world;
All 		
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
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Reader		
All 		
Reader		

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
We remember our vestry, committees, and guilds of Christ Church and
all who serve actively in ministry.
		Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
All 		
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Reader		
This week we remember Doris I., Fran H., Gayle S., Norma S., Pat T.,
Peggy C., Roger P., and Tom C. from our parish prayer list.
		Give to the departed eternal rest; especially
All 		
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
Reader		
This week we remember all those from our parish who are now in your
presence.
		We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
All 		
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Reader		
This week we celebrate the lives of Leo the Great, Martin, Charles
Simeon, and Samuel Seabury.
		Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
		Silence.
Celebrant
Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We
humbly ask that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your
favor and glad to do your will. Bless our land with honorable industry,
sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and
confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend
our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought
here out of many peoples and nations. Endue with the spirit of wisdom
those to whom in your Name we entrust the authority of government,
that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience
to your law, we may show forth your praise among the nations of the
earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in
the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all of which we ask
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace

Please remain standing.

Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All		 And also with you.
		The celebrant and people bow to one another as a sign of Christ’s peace.
		

Please be seated.

Welcome and Announcements
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The Service of the Table
The Offertory
Eucharistic Prayer B Please stand.
Celebrant
All		
Celebrant
All		

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant
All

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you, father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth . . .
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus
All 		

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

		

Please kneel or stand.

Celebrant

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people;
in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to
stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth,
out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
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Celebrant

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the
new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

All		

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant
		

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of
all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood
of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring
		us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the
everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
All 		
Amen.
Celebrant
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
		
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
		
who trespass against us.
		And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
		
For ever and ever. Amen.
All
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The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
All		
Celebrant

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast.
The Gifts of God for the People of God . . .

The Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant

Let us pray.

		

Please kneel or stand.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
		Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
All

The Blessing
The Dismissal
Celebrant
All

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Service Participants
Preacher/Celebrant
Subdeacon
Reader
Prayers of the People
Ushers
Altar Guild
Music
Preacher/Celebrant
Reader
Prayers of the People
Ushers
Altar Guild 		
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10:30 am
The Very Reverend Daniel P. Richards
Erin Cox Oney
Ed Dietrich
Ann Dietrich
Ed Dietrich, Mark Hawkins, Rod Potter
Cathie Galloway
Joel Morehouse
6:00 pm
The Very Reverend Daniel P. Richards
Sallie Hansen
Paul Hansen
Leon Artac, Shana Halpin, Tony Madden
		
Sally Morse

